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ASSOCIATIONS INCORPORATION ACT 2015 — CONSUMER PROTECTION DIVISION 
Statement by Minister for Commerce 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Commerce) [1.03 pm]: I rise to advise of 
the work being undertaken by the Consumer Protection Division of the Department of Commerce to inform and 
educate the community about the new Associations Incorporation Act 2015, which is scheduled to come into 
effect on 1 July 2016. Consumer Protection’s work in this area is important because there are more than 
18 000 incorporated associations in Western Australia and they play a significant role in our community. 
One element of Consumer Protection’s strategy is providing information sessions. Consumer Protection 
conducted two information sessions in February 2016 for government officers and peak body organisations 
whose membership comprises incorporated associations and clubs. Public information sessions targeting the 
broader community are now underway and are expected to be attended by more than 1 000 people. In regional 
Western Australia, officers from Consumer Protection are speaking at key community events, and regional 
information sessions will also be held where required. To assist those who cannot attend one of 
Consumer Protection’s information sessions, a session has been videoed and put on the Consumer Protection 
website, along with a transcript for people who are hearing impaired. 
Consumer Protection is also collaborating with other government departments at a federal, state and local level, 
and with key industry interest groups, to spread the message by speaking at events and conferences. Interest 
groups working with Consumer Protection include the Western Australian Council of Social Service, the 
WA Council of State School Organisations Inc, the Western Australian Sports Federation, the Department of 
Sport and Recreation, the Office of Multicultural Interests, the Department of Aboriginal Affairs, and members 
of CPA Australia Ltd. 
Comprehensive supporting resources have been developed and placed on the Consumer Protection Division’s 
website. These include transition packs covering matters necessary to enable existing associations to make 
a smooth transition from the old act to the new, and to highlight the key changes requiring immediate action by 
existing associations. Fact sheets are also being developed to cover specific issues. Currently, there is a rules 
checklist fact sheet and a financial reporting self-check assessment tool. Both are available from 
Consumer Protection’s website. Consumer Protection’s existing publications are also being updated to include 
information about the new laws. These publications include the comprehensive “INC: A Guide for Incorporated 
Associations in Western Australia”; the incorporated associations self-check sheet; the schedule 1 requirements 
matrix, used for self-assessing the rules; the “Model Rules Instruction Sheet”; and the associations and charities 
complaint form. Key interest groups are being kept updated via the “AssociationsInfo” newsletters, which are 
scheduled for release every two months. The most recent newsletter, at the end of March, was circulated to over 
10 000 subscribers. 
The good work of Consumer Protection in providing information about the changes that will be effected by the 
new act, along with the transitional arrangements the government has included in the act, should make the 
transition to the Associations Incorporation Act 2015 as trouble free as possible for all incorporated associations. 
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